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race for the economic mastery of the world, as we were before this war, must not be afraid of the suspicions of rivals and pacifists unless it is going to lose everything.
This truth, upon the realization and pursuit of which the development of the German State has reposed according to the different stages of its career since the time of the Great Elector, has remained unknown to German Radical democracy.1 But our political leadership was in league with its own illusions and not with the political wisdom and traditions, of our difficult historical progress and suffering.
A not inconsiderable portion of these omissions could, however, have been made good in July, 1914. On July 5th the Emperor said that in spite of the improbability of a world-war, one had to be prepared for the possibility of a collision. It was obvious from the interconnection of the European system of alliances that we had to be prepared for the worst in such a crisis. But what happened?
In July, 1914, we exported considerable quantities of grain to France. There was a shortage of saltpetre which became almost a vital danger to the army.
1 If I am often obliged to attack the blindness of wide democratic circles in foreign affairs, I know quite well that there are numerous honourable and patriotic Social Democrats and Radicals who have shown complete understanding of the needs of the German State. By the word " Democrats " I mean, in this book, the powerful tendencies represented by Scheidemann, Gotheim, Haase, and the Frankfurter Zeitung, which had in effect undermined the strength of the State. My attitude in this matter has nothing to do with home politics.